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County Commissioner's Corner 

Great Orme Inquest Outcomes 
I’m sure by now you will have seen the reported outcomes from the inquest into the tragic death 
of Ben Leonard, an Explorer Scout, who died after falling from the Great Orme in August 2018.  
Keeping young people safe must be our number one priority whilst also continuing our 
adventurous activity programmes.  Safety training alongside proper assessment of risks and work 
to minimise those risks should ensure we can continue to deliver a fantastic safe programme for 
our young people. 
 

Remember all activities should be risk assessed and any activities not being undertaken at your usual meeting place 
should see the District Lead Volunteer informed. 
Nights Away Notification (NAN) form should be completed and sent to the District Lead Volunteer with Risk 
Assessments to ensure activities are completed safely and with further oversight from local managers. 
 

For more information and support visit Scouts.org safety pages       Safety | Scouts 
 
Uniformed Organisations Making a Difference 
Scouts has been awarded funding from the Department for Media, Culture and Sport (DCMS) to reduce waiting lists 
across Scout Groups in England. As part of this, DCMS asked IPSOS to run a survey, looking at the difference 
uniformed youth groups make to young people’s lives. The findings will help DCMS understand how they can support 
future opportunities for young people.  

  

The survey is for parents/carers or young people and should only take 10 minutes. By completing the survey, you’ll be 
in with a chance to win one of 50 £20 gift cards.  
Ipsos Survey (ipsosinteractive.com) 
 
Final Reminder- All Member Call 20th March. 
Please see previous emails from HQ to book onto the all members call for updates from HQ. 
 
 

The Big Plastic Count 11-17 March 
The Big Plastic Count brief is really simple: count your household’s plastic waste for one week (from 11-17 March) 
and submit your results online. This will automatically generate your personalised plastic footprint and will help us to 
reveal how much plastic we are throwing away as a nation, and what really happens to it afterwards.  
Taking part in The Big Plastic Count would also be a great way for Scouts members to work towards earning relevant 
badges, such as: 
 Environmental Conservation badge 
 Global Issues badge 
 Community Impact badge 
Signing up is easy. Simply share the sign-up link with your members and spread the word! Here's the 
link: thebigplasticcount.com/scouts 
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Ian’s Bit’s & Piece’s 

 FIRST RESPONSE TRAINING 2024 - UPDATED 
First and foremost, we rely very heavily on Tony and Ben giving more time to Scouting to run courses on top of their 
regular Scouting commitments, therefore last year we signed up with Hampshire Scouts for our volunteers to attend 
their online training for Module 10A then to do the practical part (Module 10B) here in Cleveland when 10A is 
completed.  We will advertise local courses via our Facebook page and emails to each Group, Unit and Team. 
 

DATES FOR HAMPSHIRE SCOUTS’ ONLINE TRAINING 2024 
All First Response 10A e-learning and zoom sessions 

Tuesday 19th March 7.15pm 
Monday 22nd April 7.15pm 
Tuesday 14th May 7.15pm 

Wednesday 12th June 7.15pm 
Thursday 11th July 7.15pm 
Friday 16th August 7.15pm 

Wednesday 25th September 7.15pm 
Tuesday 15th October 7.15pm 

Thursday 7th November 7.15pm 
Tuesday 10th December 7.15pm 

To book on any of these courses go to First Response - Hampshire Scouts - Adult Training and go to the booking page 
via the book online link. 

Once you have completed Module 10A with Hampshire Scouts email me, dccprogrammecs@gmail.com and I will 
contact Tony and/or Ben to arrange the very short 10B practical. 

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

 UPDATED Dates for your 2024 Diaries - UPDATED 

Friday 15th - Sunday 17th March - Raven Gill Maintenance Weekend 
Loads of things need to be done at Raven Gill as we approach the start of the camping season.If you're available at any 
time over the weekend to help out (Explorer Scouts and Leaders as well) then contact  - 

Chief Warden Bob Hodgson, bob.hodgson@ntlworld.com. 

Please give Bob plenty of time so that jobs can be allocated to volunteers.  

Monday 1st April – Cleveland Scouts’ 50th Birthday and bookings open for the 50th Birthday County Fun Day at 
Raven Gill in September  

This is for all Sections and volunteers! £5 per young person and £2 per volunteer.  

Saturday 18th May – Squirrels, Beavers and Cubs Artist / Illustrator day with Liz Million. 

This is for our younger sections. Three sessions, choose which one to attend. More details on the poster elsewhere in 
this Courier. 

Saturday 8th June - County Annual General Meeting and Get2Gether for all Cleveland Scout volunteers at Teesside 
University 10am - 4pm. 

Saturday 6th and Sunday 7th July - Water Activities Weekend on the River Tees 

Back-up dates in case of cancellation: Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st July.  

Saturday 14th September - 50th Birthday County Fun Day at Raven Gill 

Friday 4th - Sunday 6th October - Operation Escape for the Explorers.    Venue: Top Secret! 

https://training.hampshirescouts.org.uk/first-aid/
mailto:dccprogrammecs@gmail.com
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Kandersteg 
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43rd Middlesbrough 
Working on their Chef’s badge   

Watersports 
 

Have you booked your session with the County watersports team yet? Bookings are  now open!  

18th Hartlepool 
Allen and Margaret Elliot have just taken the last lot of plastic sweet tubs to Stag amd 
Monkey for the tubs to pubs project. They have saved 174 tubs from land fill as they 
cannot be recycled with our door step recycling system. Fantastic effort. The tubs are 
going to be recycled by a firm that does this type of plastic and the recycled plastic will be 
sold to a firm that uses plastic and they will make items from 50% recycled -plastic and 
50% virgin plastic. The money made from selling the recycled plastic will go to McMillan 
cancer support. They thank everyone that contributed to this project. They had over 120 
likes on 2 separate  facebook pages, Hartlepool big town tidy up and Hartlepool 
Together. They have had lots of lovely comments as well. Just letting them know there 
are scouts in Hartlepool. 
 
Litter Pick 
18th. Hartlepool cubs have also recently done a litter pick in their local area and 
collected 15 bags of rubbish in under an hour. The cubs love litter picking . They do 
community work quite often which usually involves litter picking. They do it at least 
ocne a term 

1st Guisbrough 
Thursday Pancake day 
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1st Norton 
 

**Press Release** 
1st Norton-On-Tees Scout Group Celebrates Transformational Youth Investment Fund Grant 
 
 

3rd February 2024  – The 1st Norton-On-Tees Scout group is thrilled to announce it has been awarded a significant 
grant from the Youth Investment Fund, earmarked for the refurbishment and extension of the Scout Hall, marking a 
monumental step towards enhancing youth services in Norton and the surrounding areas. This grant paves the way for 
a future where local young people have a state-of-the-art facility to learn, grow, and explore. 
 

Since its construction in 1981 on Mill Lane Norton, the Scout Hall has been a cornerstone of community activities but 
has grown increasingly unfit for the group's burgeoning needs. This generous grant will breathe new life into the 
facility, making it fully accessible and significantly more accommodating for the young adventurers of Norton. 
Transformative Upgrades for a Brighter Future 
 

The renovation will introduce vital improvements, including additional internal spaces, modern kitchen and toilet 
facilities, and an outdoor undercover cooking and activities area. These enhancements are designed to meet the 
evolving needs of our young members and ensure the hall is a welcoming, inclusive space for all. 
Most importantly, the capacity expansion will allow the 1st Norton-On-Tees Scouts to extend their reach, touching 
more lives than ever before. "The grant from the Youth Investment Fund has come along at the right moment," said 
Graham King, Chairman of Trustees for 1st Norton-On-Tees Scouts. "Now, we will not only be able to support more 
young people but also secure our future, aiming to be here for at least another hundred years." 
 

A Nationwide Effort to Support Youth 
The 1st Norton Scouts stand among 140 youth centres across England benefiting from the Youth Investment Fund, an 
initiative by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport and delivered in partnership with the Social Investment 
Business, Key Fund, National Youth Agency, and Resonance. This fund underscores a national commitment to levelling 
up opportunities for young people, aiming to enhance health, well-being, skills, and opportunities across the board. 
About the 1st Norton-On-Tees Scouts 
 

For decades, the 1st Norton-On-Tees Scouts have provided a dynamic range of activities and learning experiences for 
young people, fostering skills and friendships that last a lifetime. With this grant, the group is set to continue its legacy 
of positive community impact, reinforcing inclusivity and accessibility at its core. 
The project, funded with a total of £336,182.00, is set to commence immediately, with completion targeted for late 
2024. This renovation not only symbolises a significant investment in the youth of today but also lays the foundation 
for nurturing future generations in Norton-On-Tees. 
 

About the Youth Investment Fund  
The Youth Investment Fund is part of the Government’s National Youth Guarantee to transform and level up 
opportunities for young people in England. The Youth Investment Fund, of over £300 million, aims to build, renovate, or 
extend youth services in the parts of the country where new spaces and new opportunities are most needed.   
The Youth Investment Fund grants announced today are worth over £90 million. Over £90 million of grants were also 
announced to 43 youth services in March 2023, and another £70 million announced to 44 youth centres in August 
2023.  This means that so far a total of over £250 million has been invested in youth services across England and will 
benefit thousands of young people. 
 

The Youth Investment Fund forms part of the Government’s ‘National Youth Guarantee’ to ensure every young person 
across England will have access to regular out of school activities, adventures away from home and opportunities to 
volunteer.  
The Youth Investment Fund has been developed to create, expand and improve local youth facilities and their services 
in the out of school youth sector, to drive positive outcomes for young people, including improved mental and physical 
wellbeing, and skills for life and work. 
 

The Youth Investment Fund will fund the building or renovation of 300 youth services and will increase the number of 
regular positive activities undertaken by young people in the targeted areas by 45,000 per year, by 2026/27. 
 

To learn more, visit www.youthinvestmentfund.org.uk  
For further information, please contact: 

  
Graham King, Chairman of Trustees 
1st Norton-On-Tees Scouts 
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Synthonia Beavers 

44th Middlesbrough 
40th Hartlepool 
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1st Norton 

Cleveland Boundary Challenge 
How are you doing with your badge ? 

Send us some of your photographs 
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