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Cleveland Courier June 2022 

GREEN 

Just a reminder that the 
County Annual General 

Meeting will be taking place 
on  

Monday 27th June 2022. 

Squirrels first night 
Yes, the very first Squirrels meeting took place at the 27th 
Middlesbrough! They made campfires which one Squirrel 
turned into a night-light to put next to his bed!  It was also 
their investiture night and Helen Rose invested all of them 
and new leader Robin, she also read them the story ‘Stick 
Man’ . The Squirrels then went on to make other things with 
sticks.  

During the night hey were joined by the Mayor of 
Middlesbrough Andy Preston. 

Hopefully, the first of many Dreys across the County 

Congratulations 
Cleveland Scout Council send their congratulations and best 

wishes to Her Majesty on her Platinum Jubilee. 
 

Wear your badge with pride. 
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County Commissioner's Corner 
As the team return from a busy weekend in Manchester for Basecamp 22, I wanted to give a 
brief update on some info I have shared in the past and what the aims for the coming months 
and years are. 

We’ll hope to meet as a county later in the year to update and add more detail to the 
discussions had this month. 

One of the initial outcomes is unfortunately the cancellation of OSM as Scouts national Youth 
membership system.  Some of you may have seen the announcement that after months of 
careful negotiations between TSA and OSM, the two sides could not come to a mutually 
agreement and therefore the commencement of a national membership register has been 
temporarily paused whilst another provider is looked for.   

The Scout Association does aim to continue with moving its adult membership register away from Compass and onto 
its own website.  Further details of this will be released in the coming months. 

To find out more about the plans make sure you register for the all member online meeting. 

The next all-member online meeting is on Tuesday 7 June at 7pm. Please register. 

We’ll be sharing the next steps in our plan to help more young people gain skills for life. To help us achieve this, we 
need to make our volunteer experience better. Volunteering for Scouts is changing, and in this meeting, we’ll share 
details of what this’ll mean. 

Join us, and hear our new plans. We’ll be creating a warmer welcome for new 
volunteers, simplifying our roles and structure, and creating a more engaging 
learning experience. We’ll also share our digital first approach, for supporting 
you while you get the everyday things done. We’ll share the feedback we’ve 
had on these changes from the Testing hub, and from our Basecamp22 event, 
which took place with County/Area/Region teams in May. 

We’ll also revisit our four priority areas, and share support and resources to help 
you in your day-to-day roles. We’ll finish with a Q&A session. 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Andy 
 

The Certificate the  North East 
County Youth Commissioners 

were presented with at 
Basecamp22 

First session of Basecamp22 at Manchester University last 
month. Over 550 volunteers from all over the UK and 

Gibraltar were present.  Team picture of the UK’s County Youth 
Commissioners at Basecamp 22. Spot Ben!  

Team picture of the UK’s County Youth Commissioners at 
Basecamp 22. Spot Ben!  
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Ian’s Bit’s & Piece’s 

This month’s DCC’s Programme Challenge. 
 

How long can you keep a biscuit balanced on your nose or your eye? 
 

Can you walk around an obstacle course with it balanced?  
 

Send any pictures to the Cleveland County Scout Leaders FB page or to 
clevelandcourier14@gmail.com. 
 
Pictures courtesy of Becky Wright and Middlesbrough Gang Show Camp. 

Now what can you do with a large 
recycling bag at a Pack meeting?  
How about a giant sack race like 43rd 
Middlesbrough did recently?!  

RECRUITING ADULTS 
 

We need more volunteers! 
We've just taken possession of some day-glo green T-shirts that can be borrowed from me for current volunteers 
if you are doing some adult recruitment. on it it says 'Talk 2 Me - Cleveland Scouts' as we know that the best way 
of recruiting is to talk to people. One leader I was with on Sunday said he'd been recruited when he was told his 
son would get in the Beavers quicker if he volunteered as an assistant leader, which he did!  
Let me know if you want to borrow them. 
 
RECRUITING ADULTS 2 
I've finally cracked the Brand Centre! To prove it, I've attached a recruitment poster to this email that you can 
download, print and use. 
 
You can see a copy on the last page of this months Courier 

Synthonia Scout Group 
Synthonia in the process of making beacons for the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee with the Scouts.  

mailto:clevelandcourier14@gmail.com
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The Weekly Programme 
‘The weekly programme is the most important part of Scouting’. Discuss. 

It determines whether the young person comes back the following week and whether the volunteers come back the 
following week.  The weekly programme is that important.  

Badges also play a crucial role in retention and recruitment.  Our young people (and some adults) love gaining badges 
whilst doing exciting activities. 

Put the two together, inspiring weekly programmes, which include activity badges, staged activity badges and Chal-
lenge badges (all of which add up to Top Awards) will help you retain and recruit young people and adults. 

How does that recruit adults? The more young people you recruit, the more adults you will come into contact with and 
who might, just might, with a little bit of persuasion, become part of your Section Leadership Team.  Never think you 
have enough adults – the best time to recruit them is when you have large numbers of young people.   

In Cleveland, we want all our sectional volunteers to be up to date with learning how to plan an exciting weekly pro-
gramme. From recent chats I’ve had, a number of current Leaders are not aware of what’s now available on 
www.scouts.org.uk with regards to planning inspiring weekly programmes and that is one of the reasons why we are 
pushing Modules 12A (Quality Programmes), 12B (Planning Programmes) and 13 (Growing your Section) as a pack-
age which we would like all Leaders to do either as ‘new learning’ or as ‘ongoing learning’ for those more experienced 
as a refresher. You’re never too experienced to learn something new!  

We’d love to see all new sectional leaders attend this package of learning so that you can find out how other people 
from your own District and County plan.  Please don’t think that the way the weekly programme is planned and deliv-
ered in your Section, in your Group is the only way of doing it because I can assure you that there are over a hundred 
ways of doing it just in Cleveland! 

And finally, always remember that when you are planning a weekly programme: 

 Action is better than inaction  

Participation is better than looking on 

Outdoors is more fun than indoors 

The unusual is more exciting than the usual 

The surprising is more interesting than the expected 

The mysterious is more appealing than the obvious 

The real thing is better than the substitute. 

Ian Railton 

Training 
12 Leaders attended training for Modules 8, 
9, 11 and 19 at Middlesbrough District HQ. 
Paul Elliott and I met with three GSLs via 
Zoom to talk with them about how they 
achieve so many Top Awards in their 
Groups. 

http://www.scouts.org.uk
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The weekend of 6th-8th May saw Stockton, Thornaby & District bring 
big activities back with a bang by bringing together the whole District for 
a weekend camp at Moor House Adventure Centre, The Big Weekend. 

Nearly 300 young people descended on the campsite not quite knowing 
what was in store, as for many this was their first Scout camp, but they 
soon settled in and were cheering for the opening. After breakfast on 
Saturday morning the daytime activities began, Scouts and Explorers had 

the freedom to choose 
from any of the activities on offer whilst Beavers and Cubs were 
more leader directed. With over 30 different activities to choose 
from the possibilities seemed 
endless, "do I go to the climbing 
wall first, the cube or do I do some 
tie dye?"  Throughout the day the 
fun that the young people were 
having was evident as they ran 
around with big smiles across their 

faces, happy to be outside with their friends, trying new things and learning new skills. 
As evening fell and everyone was fed evening activities started with a traditional 
campfire followed by some less traditional choices of the outdoor cinema or disco, 

though the fresh air and excitement had 
certainly taken its toll on some of the younger 
(and older) children as they drifted off to bed 
instead. 

By Sunday morning everyone knew the routine 
and was raring to go and try the rest of the 
activities or to revisit their favourites, "maybe 
today I'll try pistol shooting and the cube and 
have another go on the diggers". But all good 

things must come to an end and with lunch out of the way, it was time for everyone to pack 
up and gather for our closing ceremony. Young people said goodbye to their new friends, 
thanked their leaders and helpers for the fun weekend and headed home either to fall asleep in the car or to talk non 

stop about everything they'd done. Rumour has it that there's at least one Beaver who 
wouldn't let mum take his name tag off his bag when he got home in case he wanted to come 
back next week. 

With all the fun done a small team set to work packing everything away and returning Moor 
House to normal ready for its next visitors. Without all of the people who helped before, during 
and after events like these wouldn't be able to happen so we owe a big thank you to all of 
them. 

 

Big Adventures, Big Smiles, Big Weekend! 

As for the future, will the Big Weekend be back? Probably...but maybe not next week! 
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Middlesbrough Gang Show 
Middlesbrough had a Post-Gang Show Camp at Raven Gill. During the weekend they hiked, built bridges, cooked, 
played games and lots of other things. 
The weekend ended with a BBQ and Duck Race which was attended by parents and friends of the Gang. 
Here's to the next show in 2024 will you be joining them ? 

Pictures courtesy of Becky Wright  
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WATER ACTIVITIES WEEKEND 
Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th June 
Things are shaping up well for the Water Activates Weekend. Lots of young people signed up so far we are looking 
at around 386 young people across the two days. 
If anyone is at a loose end and wants a slightly different way to get their steps in we could do with a few extra 
people to help on dry land. It will involve meeting groups at the green and walking 
them into the site. Then walking them out again when they are done. Its about 
1Km each way. 
The bit in between you are free to do what ever you like. We can get you on the 
water if you would like, you can chill out and read a book or have a snooze. 
Hopefully if we get the weather I have booked, you could even sun bathe. 
This could even be a good role for a responsible young leader. 

1st Norton 
1st Norton Scouts at ROF59 climbing and investing 4 new members! 

3rd Guisborough 
3rd Guisborough Beavers doing the Outdoor Challenge badge. 



 

Page 8 
Cleveland Scout Council— Registered Charity number 505773 

8th Billingham 

Presentation of Bronze 
and Silver Chief Scouts 

Awards at 8th 
Billingham’s AGM 

2nd Billingham  
On their way down to the river for 

a session with the 
Water Sports Team. 

27th Middlesbrough 
Bit of outdoor marshmallow 

cooking and eating here with 27th 
Middlesbrough Beavers. 

1st Ingleby  
They have been helping to 
support the CPAD Ingleby 
Barwick fund.  This is an 
initiative aimed at raising 

funds to install 10 defibrillators 
on Ingleby Barwick. We have 

helped support two 
fundraising events in the 
community so far and are 

looking forward to receiving 
defibrillator training in the near 

future.  

40th Middlesbrough 
Helping out 26th Middlesbrough 

with archery. 

2nd Hartburn 
Cubs making a ‘70’ as part of 

their Jubilee Pack Meeting.  
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27th Middlesbrough 
27th Middlesbrough are so proud of our brilliant young leader Leo for 
winning an award in recognition of his fundraising efforts for the Great 
North Ambulance Service at the Northern Children of Courage Awards!! 
 

Leo is a young leader at 27th Middlesbrough.   
Well done to Leo (aka Hot Dog Boy) we are extremely proud of you. 

1st Saltburn Scout Group 
Hooray for Saltburn! So full of fabulous people who allow our Beavers to explore, search, play and try new 
things.  Over the last few weeks we have plodged through the beck towards the sea spotting wildlife and sniffing 
otter poo thanks to Katie and the Saltburn Valley volunteers.  We explored Emmanuel Church and were granted 
access to the lesser seen areas including the safe! Thanks to the Rev. Adam Reed aka 'Cool Guy' for showing us 
round. The Beavers were also invited to Saltburn Golf Club (thank you Julie Ryan) to try a spot of putting and use the 
driving range.  The kids really enjoyed themselves and particularly liked collecting in their golf balls! 

As ever, if you want to join us one week (or more) or fancy sharing your interests with us please just get in touch. 

Cubs have loved learning about their home town this month, and have earned their 'local knowledge badge'. We had 
a brilliant visit from Chris from Teesside archives, who had some great pictures and maps of old Saltburn. Diane and 
Lynn from Saltburn Solidarity Foodbank were welcomed to our meeting, and Cubs learned about their voluntary 
work. We also tested our map reading skills on a history tour of Saltburn. 

It’s been a busy time for Scouts. They started by voting on which awards they wanted to achieve.  First on will be 
Chef’s badge (had to be food!).  A full weekend menu has been planned with one course being a camp fire one, next 
will be to buy the food, then cook it. On May 5th we had a Star Wars night, of course. Light sabres were made, we 
tested our Jedi and Padawan skills and we concluded that the force was indeed with us! Saltburn Golf Club invited 
Scouts for a practice session. They tried putting and driving on the range which they enjoyed but the most fun was 
collecting balls afterwards…only Scouts!!! Thanks to the golf club for the invitation. And during all this they took part 
in Beat the Street. I’m pleased to say that 1st Saltburn Scout Group came 4th in the community category winning a 
certificate and vouchers. 
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