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Cleveland Courier July 2022 

Jubilee Celebrations 
In June Middlesbrough District Scouts celebrated the Queens Jubilee is style . 
They held a fun day with a BBQ at the  HQ which was attended by over 300 members and their families from the 
Middlesbrough District.  
The Mayor of Middlesbrough Andy Preston  joined in the fun . Middlesbrough Police were on had to demonstrate 
and talk about their duties. The Local Coast Guard also were also giving  demonstrations on their  emergency 
procedures. To top it all even the BBC turned up to see what they were doing. 
During the afternoon a special cut cake was cut by Ryan  Hubbard (Acting DC and Lesley Micklewright (District 
Secretary) 

At the County AGM Group Scout Leader, 
Mark Anderson, was awarded the Silver  
Wolf.  

The Silver Wolf is the highest award made 
by The Scout Association "for services of 
the most exceptional character." It is an 
unrestricted gift of the Chief Scout.   

Congratulations Mark. You thoroughly 
deserve this award for all you hard work, 
time and dedication you give to help all the 
young people and leaders at Synthonia 
Scout Group. 

Congratulations 
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County Commissioner's Corner 
Early warning of Youth Investment Fund 
Opportunities 
Some of you may have seen or applied for the YIF earlier this year.  Well autumn will bring 
another much bigger amount of money for us to apply for. 
The fund will be focussed around premises development.  Do you need an extension, new roof 
or whole new building?  The fund will be looking for applications to provide enhanced spaces 
and capacity to grow youth groups.  How would a new building/ upgrade allow you to expand 
your offer to the young people of Middlesbrough and engage more young people with skills for 
life? 
Once again the closing dates may be very quick and demand will be high.  It might be worth discussing plans and 
initial costings at an exec level with an initial draft ready to apply in summer when applications open.  I’m sure HQ 
will inform you directly of the information but its worth thinking about how you could access the multi millions of 
pounds soon to be on offer. 

Adult membership system 
You should have seen by now that Compass will shortly be replaced in early to mid 2023.  In order to access the 
new system, every adult member must have a unique email address.  This will become your user ID to access 
training and membership systems and receive updates from HQ. 
Please ensure that your email in Compass is accurate and unique to you. Also all details on Compass such as training 
are accurate as this information will be pulled across to the new system. 

DBS and camping 
Now we are back camping more regularly, the permit holder for the camp must ensure all adults attending camp 
overnight must be in date with a current DBS.  That must also include themselves. 
Please ensure that DBS applications are completed well before camp to allow for any delays. 

New title for Commissioners 
You may have seen that HQ are removing the title of Commissioner from all roles.  These will be replaced by 2 
options- Team Leader or Lead Volunteer.  For more information and to share your thoughts about which name you 
would prefer follow the link. 
Simplifying how we volunteer together with new roles and structures | Scouts 
The same page will also show the tasks and structure for our new Team roles and how that will work within a group. 
 

Finally, you may be aware that Andrea DC for TVN is stepping down.  She has managed the district through a 
difficult period of the pandemic.  I wish to thank her for her support with all the county events she has organised and 
wish her well in the future.  I also wish to thank Nick White who is also stepping down as TVN chair.  He continues 
to provide support with Scouting through his work with the Comms Team for Stockton and Thornaby.  
 

Stop Press! 
Last minute announcement-  I am 
Pleased to announce that Paul Elliott has agreed to take the role as DC for TVN. Also Allan Neal has agreed to take 
on a temporary role as Acting Chair for TVN. I wish them both the best of luck and hope all in the county will support 
them in their new roles. 

                                                                                 Andy 

David Wheeler 
It with regret that this week we were in formed of David's death. 
David's first role ifor Cleveland Scouts was as a leader with the 40th Hartlepool. He 
continued in Scouting holding roles as a District Commissioner, Leader Trainer and 
County Secretary.  
During his life he gave a lot to Scouting in the Cleveland area and our thoughts are 
with June and her family at this time. 
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Ian’s Bit’s & Piece’s 

TIME TO REVIEW YOUR PROGRAMME. 
Later this month the schools will close for 6 weeks holiday and very likely you’ll close as well. However, some will 
carry on as usual and some will run special activity days to keep our young people’s interest over the summer. 
With a bit of extra time available how about reviewing your programme for the autumn term?  
If you’re running your Section Meeting based on the Challenge badges (which will ultimately lead to the Top Awards) 
then this Autumn Term programme won’t be the same as last year’s because you’ll be doing a different Challenge 
badge which can be linked to different activity and staged activity badges.   
Last time you ran the badge how did it go? Some questions to ask. 

Have the badge requirements changed? 
Do you need to update the risk assessments? 
What went well? 
What didn’t? 
What did the young people think about the programmes? 
Have your numbers changed? 
Has your Leadership Team changed? 
Can you do some of the activities differently?  

 
Planning your programme with your other Leaders. 
The best way of planning is by meeting with your other Leaders including Young Leaders and those who come along 
occasionally to help. This way, you’ll get lots of ideas, some you’ll be able to include in the programme, some you 
won’t! 
 
What else besides the badges can we include this term? 
September: World First Aid Day; British Science Festival; British Food Fortnight: Recycle Week 
October: World Space Week; World Animal Day; World Mental Health Day; Hallowe’en  
November: Bonfire Night: Remembrance Day; Beaver Moon; Anti-Bullying Week; Children In Need 
December: Christmas Jumper Day; Human Rights Day; Winter Solstice; Hannukah; Christmas 
  
 
HQ SUPPORT 
There are a number of resources available and sources of support to help you plan your programme on 
www.scouts.org.uk  

General Activity Guidance 
Activity Permit Scheme 
Adult Groups in activities 
International activities 
The Duke of Edinburgh programme 
Waterways Directory 
Safety in the programme 
International crises 

Route: Home – Volunteers – Running Your Section – Programme Guidance 
Quick links from this page take you to: 

Search for Adventure activities 
Activity and Safety updates 
In Touch 

http://www.scouts.org.uk
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Did someone say Platinum Jubilee ?? 
Well, the 1st Saltburn Beavers had their own Jubilee celebration and invited 
parents, carers, Grans and Grandads to attend.  They served tea and coffee, 
made jam or cucumber (or both...) sandwiches and shared the cakes kindly 
made by our Group Scout Leader and her mother-in-law.  A great celebration 
finished off with a commemorative badge for their uniforms. 
In other business, the Beavers have also been learning about what to do in an 
emergency.  They practiced putting on plasters (they're tricky) putting on 
bandages (they’re trickier), practiced putting someone into the recovery 
position and learned when and why to dial 999.  These are crucial life skills, 
ones they can build on throughout Scouting. 
 
It's been a sporting month for our cubs who have earned their athletics 
badge by having a mini Commonwealth Games. It was lovely to be welcomed 
up to the Saltburn golf club for an evening, with a great golf taster session. 
Over the year so far, the cubs have really grown in confidence and it's 
fabulous to see some uniforms becoming covered in badges. 
 
After shopping for their ingredients for their camp fire menu, Scouts had “the 
best night ever”!  They prepared their various meals and cooked them over 
open fire pits and trangias (portable cooking stoves), where they learned to light and sustain fires safely.  They then 
cooked their two course meal.  They were all very sensible and had great ideas for cooking…and there was no injuries 
or poorly tummies!  Thanks to Explorer Leader Ben from Marske Barn Owls, Scouts also had a night learning 
emergency aid, they even had a ‘play’ with resusi annies #skills for life. 

Middlesbrough Scout Active Support 
Middlesbrough Scout Active Support were out and about in Seaton Carew in June. 
 

Can you spot who's who in the shadows 
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Around and About 

Her Majesty the Queen 
dropped in to 4th Billingham’s 
AGM last month and met the 
Deputy County Commissioner.  

6th Norton Cubs 
working on their 
Money Skills Activity 
Badge.  

2nd Hartburn Cubs have 
made bird boxes to sell at the 
car boot sale on the 9th July 
funds to go towards the 
Haarlem Jamboree. 

Pybus Camp Site 
In a visit to Pybus Camp Site last month it was great to 
see again these two framed reminders of Scouting 
history in Stockton, Thornaby and District.  

Great views of Pybus and from the Camp Site 
on a Summer’s evening.  

This Months Challenge 
This month’s Challenge! Take a portrait picture like this of your 
Squirrels, Beavers, Cubs, Scouts or Explorers on one of our many 
beaches! Send them to the Cleveland Courier, 
clevelandcourier14@gmail.com. 
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My Scout Camp at Raven Gill (40th Hartlepool Scouts) 
When we arrived, we first helped take everything out of the trailer . After our Patrol put up our tent , we got changed 
into some lounge clothes and went down to the activity field to play Frisbee, our Patrol lost and we all went back to 
camp . It was pretty late so we had supper and went to bed .  
In the morning we got changed and went to have breakfast which was cereal and a Bacon bun . We then talked about 
the walk and packed up to go . We set off in our Patrols without a leader and started our journey from Commondale to 
Castletown and back in a circular route . We got lost a couple of times but eventually we got back to camp . 
We then played a game of rounder's and then we prepared and cooked a beef stew .  
We took part in a blind trail and built a chariot for racing , then supper and bed .  
The next morning we had breakfast and then had a patrol exercise to collect a radio active isotope from the centre of 
the stream without getting wet or touching it , it was very hard and long . Then we packed away our stuff and took 
tents down , cleaned the ground and help pack everything away . Then we left .  
 
Elijah Hind 

Out Door Training 
Date - 28th to 30th October 
Location - Ennerdale Scout Centre, Lake District 
Accommodation - Indoor or Camping / Wild Camping 
Courses available - 
 Basic Navigation (Personal skills), 
 Terrain 1 leadership training, 
 T1 leadership assessment, 
 T2 leadership training  
 T2 leadership assessment. 
Cost  £75 camping (supply own food) or £85 indoor          
  (food supplied) 
 
For more info and to book, please email myself 
at liam.martin@durhamscouts.org.uk 
  
Or Dave Yardley at d.yardley@ntlworld.com 

Please Nominate 
You can make a difference. We're not asking for money, 
or any real time, just your nomination of a registered 
charity, not-for-profit organisation, or community interest 
company in the UK, Republic of Ireland, Channel Islands 
or Isle of Man. Anyone can nominate and that one act 
could potentially mean an extra £1,000 to those trying to 
make a difference. The more nominations a charity 
receives, the greater their chance of winning, so once 
you've done your part, spread the word and make it a 
movement! 

mailto:liam.martin@durhamscouts.org.uk
mailto:d.yardley@ntlworld.com
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Garden Party 
One of West Parks Cubs, Isla , decided to write to the Queen . In her letter to the Queen , 
Isla expressed how much she had enjoyed Cubs and prior to this Beavers. She asked the 
Queen if her leaders : Mark and Louise could be rewarded in some way for all of their hard 
work and the time they have given to the group.  
 

Mark and Louise then received a letter from the 
Lord Lieutenant inviting them to the Royal 
Garden Party. This was unfortunately cancelled 
for two years due to Covid. Eventually it was 
rearranged . 
 
Mark and Louise arrived at the Palace at 3pm. 
They went into the gardens of Buckingham 
Palace. The royal band were playing. At 4pm the 
royal party arrived: Kate, Sophie, Prince Edward 
and Princess Alexandria. The royal party mingled 
with the crowds. Afternoon tea was served, 

sandwiches and cakes with the royal crest on. It was a great day with great weather.  

1st Saltburn Scout Group 
Hooray for Saltburn! So full of fabulous people who allow our Beavers to explore, search, play and try new 
things.  Over the last few weeks we have plodged through the beck towards the sea spotting wildlife and sniffing 
otter poo thanks to Katie and the Saltburn Valley volunteers.  We explored 
Emmanuel Church and were granted access to the lesser seen areas including the 
safe! Thanks to the Rev. Adam Reed aka 'Cool Guy' for showing us round. The 
Beavers were also invited to Saltburn Golf Club (thank you Julie Ryan) to try a spot 
of putting and use the driving range.  The kids really enjoyed themselves and 
particularly liked collecting in their golf balls! 

As ever, if you want to join us one week (or more) 
or fancy sharing your interests with us please just 
get in touch. 

Cubs have loved learning about their home town 
this month, and have earned their 'local knowledge 
badge'. We had a brilliant visit from Chris from 
Teesside archives, who had some great pictures 
and maps of old Saltburn. Diane and Lynn from 
Saltburn Solidarity Foodbank were welcomed to our meeting, and Cubs learned 
about their voluntary work. We also tested our map reading skills on a history tour of 
Saltburn. 

It’s been a busy time for Scouts. They started by voting on which awards they 
wanted to achieve.  First on will be Chef’s badge (had to be food!).  A full weekend 
menu has been planned with one course being a camp fire one, next will be to buy 

the food, then cook it. On May 5th we had a Star Wars night, of course. Light sabres were made, we tested our Jedi 
and Padawan skills and we concluded that the force was indeed with us! Saltburn Golf Club invited Scouts for a 
practice session. They tried putting and driving on the range which they enjoyed but the most fun was collecting 
balls afterwards…only Scouts!!! Thanks to the golf club for the invitation. And during all this they took part in Beat the 
Street. I’m pleased to say that 1st Saltburn Scout Group came 4th in the community category winning a certificate and 
vouchers. 
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Synthonia Scout Group 
Happy Fathers day, and thank you to everyone who 
came along and enjoyed a full English breakfast or a 
breakfast bun.  We produced a total of 91 breakfasts 
as well as providing axe throwing for our members 

18th Hartlepool and 9th Hartlepool 
taking part in the Stone Stacking Challenge on Seaton Carew beach. Send your entries to the Challenge to the 
Cleveland Courier! Well done 18th and 9th!  
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18th Hartlepool 
During the Easter term we put the out into 
scouting and we meet away from our HQ. 
We have visited our local park, Rossmere, 
where we did a treasure hunt and fed the local 
wildlife before playing on the playground, Next 
saw us going bowling then the week we visited 
the Heugh battery as part of their local 
knowledge badge, we then when to the fire 
station for fire safety,  We then visited 
Saltholme for their naturalist badge , pond 
dipping, meadow sweeping and natural art, the next week we 

visited Seaton beach  and built sandcastles and did the ancient art of Inuksuk, stone stacking. 
We had the 9th. Hartlepool west park pack join us.. The next week we had a bit of exercise and visited 
Go Climb at Billingham. We then learnt about water safety with a visit to the lifeboat station. 
Weekend activities included installing fairy homes, which had had made in the previous term, in Burn 
Valley Gardens, Sponsored litter pick where we collected 20 bags of rubbish, we once again had 
exercise and had an afternoon with the Cleveland water sports team, We held our Platinum Jubilee 
party and joined forces with 14 Hartlepool brownies. We enjoyed archery, axe throwing, space 

hopper jousting, slack lining, crafts and finished off with a 
camp fire. We also had a visit form the Queen. 
Last weekend we had a visit to Raven Gill to do 
some jobs including the cleaning the centenary 
centre windows inside and out, they couldn’t 
get enough of it, we refurbished our bug hotel 
which was built in 2014, cleaned mud of the 
bridge and cleaned ditches out. We also 
planted 7 trees to commemorate the Queen 
Platinum jubilee. 
As you can see we don’t stand still in the 18th. 

Erimus Archery and 1st Saltburn 
The 1st Satburn has spent the evening with Erimus Archery finding out what it all about. Nervous  to start with but as 
you can see by the pictures that didn't last long.  Parents and Leaders also took part. 
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Two ideas from wildlife watch to include into your 
programmes.  

Four Week Challenge  
6th Norton are advertising for new Leaders using the 
Four Week Challenge. We really hope they get some 
parents to volunteer.  
 

Have any others used the Four Week Challenge to 
recruit new volunteers? Drop an email to 
clevelandcourier14@gmail.com to let us know of any 
successes using this method. 

Synthonia 
Members of Synthonia Scout Group were asked to light 
their own beacon no matter were they were to celebrate 
the Queen Jubilee. 
 


