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Cleveland Courier October 2025 

JOTA-JOTA 
Tees Valley North as usual, are running JOTA-
JOTI over the weekend of 18th and 19th 
October. There are a few spaces available on 
the Sunday afternoon.  
 
Contact Margaret Elliott to book on to it.   

Calling all Scouts Communication 
Volunteers!  
Are you ready to transform the way Scouting is seen in your 
community? Join us for an exciting face-to-face learning opportunity 
designed to elevate your communication skills and make a real impact!  
 
Date: Saturday, 29 November 2025 
 Time: 10:00am - 5pm 
  Location: Hesley Wood Activity Centre, Sheffield, S35 2YH  
 

What to Expect:  
IDENTIFY THE CHALLENGE AND OPPORTUNITIES  
• Understand the current landscape of Scouting communications.  
• Learn what a successful county comms setup looks like.  
• Use key events to highlight the Scout Brand and key messages.  
• Develop strong links with journalists and aim for two stories a month.  
 
BRUSH UP AND LEARN NEW SKILLS  
• Master the art of spotting, packaging, and pitching stories.  
• Package stories, identify spokespeople, and maintain an editorial calendar.  
• Break into new audiences with effective social media strategies.  
• Plan and execute internal communications effectively.  
 
BUILDING THE SUPPORT NETWORK 
• Help define what good looks like.  
• Shape how UK Scouts can help to support it.  
• Find out about the Communicators Community of Interest.  
• Engage is further regular calls and webinar.  
 
This day is packed with valuable insights and practical skills to help you 
boost the local image of Scouting. Whether you're a Regional, County, or 
District Communicator, this event is for you!  
 
https://www.scouts.org.uk/events/2025/november-2025/communications-
training/  
#ScoutingCommunications #LocalImpact #SkillsDevelopment #JoinUs 

First Aid 
Presently there are 5 spaces still 
available. If you need your 10B 
validating just drop in at any time 
and one of the instructors will 
assess you.  

https://www.scouts.org.uk/events/2025/november-2025/communications-training/
https://www.scouts.org.uk/events/2025/november-2025/communications-training/
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County Commissioner's Corner 

D of E Award 

Operation Escape  

As I write this, unfortunately the Operation Escape team have had to make the difficult decision to 
cancel Operation Escape due to the weather forecast of extremely high winds and heavy rain for the 
weekend. 
 

These are always tough decisions to make but as the County Lead Volunteer I will always support you in making 
those decisions.  I would rather deal with an upset parent or volunteer for an event cancelled that have to deal with 
a young person who has sustained injury or harm because we allowed an event to go ahead.  As leaders and 
organisers of events, we must always put safety paramount in our decision making.  We’ll try again next year with 
another fantastic Operation Escape! 
 

International Events. 

We are planning for next week (11th October) for the selection of our World Scout Jamboree and Haarlem 
Jamborette attendees.  We’ll announce the recruits at the end of the month alongside our Unit partners 
Humberside Scouts.  We look forward to a fantastic journey to Poland and Haarlem 2027! 
 

Squirrels 
Squirrels county fun day is being held on Saturday 18th October at 1st Norton.  If you are a group that do not yet 
have a Squirrel Drey and would be interested in starting one, why not come along to the open day 
and see the team in action.  You can talk to Squirrel leaders, see what the programme looks 
like and discuss the logistics of opening and running a new drey.  For more information, 
contact Ian Railton.  Lets try and get up to 10 Dreys in the county by 2026! 

The Gang Show 
 

Middlesbrough Gang Show 2026 is at Middlesbrough Theatre from 6th April to 11th April 2026, performing from the 
8th. 
 

Audition/registration evenings are at Middlesbrough Scout HQ on Saturday 29th November and Saturday 6th 
December. 6.00pm - 7.30pm. Come along, bring a friend and have a sing and a dance make new friends and  have 
some fun.  
 

If performing is not your thing but you would like to be involved then please still along. There 
are a variety of other opportunities to help.  
 

Why not have a look at uor new website , which is a work in progress and see what has 
happened in previous shows?  
 

www.middlesbroughgangshow.co.uk  
   

I look forward to seeing you all in November.  

http://www.middlesbroughgangshow.co.uk


 

Page 3 
Cleveland Scout Council— Registered Charity number 505773 

Communicator Badge 
Hi all, I’m Lucy the UK Lead for Scouts.  
 
Myself and a couple of the UK 
Programme Team Members are giving 
the Scout Communicator badge a refresh 
and would love more Scout Troops to get 

involved by giving their feedback and ideas for the badge.  
 
If your Troop has some time over the next month or so, email us 
at programme@scouts.org.uk and we’ll send you all the info, 
including a session plan. 
 
And, if you’re interested in sharing your thoughts as a leader / 
volunteer, let us know here:  
 
https://forms.office.com/e/4UKZ4kHUYM 
Thanks  
Lucy 

Ian’s Bit’s & Piece’s 

Raven Gill at Gilwell 
 
Paul Elliott and I attended the Gilwell Reunion at the end of August to promote Raven Gill. We were one of three 
campsites there but the only one from the north.  
 

We had a lot of interest and at one point Paul was considering diversifying as a Travel Agent answering questions on 
airports and railway stations.  
 

Hopefully, the amount of interest shown will result in an increase in numbers over the next couple of years. If you 
don’t want to miss out, get your bookings in to Jane soon.  

 

mailto:programme@scouts.org.uk
https://forms.office.com/e/4UKZ4kHUYM
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Ian’s Bit’s & Piece’s 

International Scouting 
 

Opportunity Alert: 2nd Africa Scout Moot 2026 
 
We’re excited to share that expressions of interest are open to attend the 2nd Africa Scout Moot in 2026! 
 
The Africa Scout Moot is a unique international experience for Rover Scouts and young adults, bringing together 
Scouts from across the African Region, and the world. This event will provide adventure, learning, and cultural 
exchange. It’s a fantastic opportunity to experience global Scouting in action. 
 
Participants are aged 18 -25.5years and IST are aged 26+. You would be attending as individual therefore required 
to source your own travel.  
 
Sign up with the organisers as an individual here: 
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?
id=alWIDwF3iUSOFSXcN2CA9CCO3dMJjnNIpe6BT_XIvSdUQjlSRlo2MkRUM1MzODZKRklXR1hYMDlURS4u&fbclid
=IwY2xjawM7eNhleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFraWowdDNXZ3RUajd3YUFvAR4uthPP4nVtS64xWW1j9c49-
H5N_FPkF-u5fuy2zSlFXT7mmcAAa8LeLgdDgg_aem__gVwsIWp_pqcujP__YG9Iw&route=shorturl 
 
Please note: there will not be a formal UK Contingent attending this event. We are encouraging participants to 
register as individuals. However, the UK Contingent Team will provide some support where needed, including the 
issuing of an International Commissioner’s Recommendation. 
Request IC Recommendation here: 
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/e63f549e6de44d5fb78080bf86625a7b 
 
Further information on the Moot: https://www.scouts.org.za/2africascoutmoot 
 
Don’t miss this chance to be part of an inspiring international Scouting adventure!  

Ist Ingleby Barwick 
Former 1st Ingleby Barwick Scout 
in the news again! Congratulations!  

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=alWIDwF3iUSOFSXcN2CA9CCO3dMJjnNIpe6BT_XIvSdUQjlSRlo2MkRUM1MzODZKRklXR1hYMDlURS4u&fbclid=IwY2xjawM7eNhleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFraWowdDNXZ3RUajd3YUFvAR4uthPP4nVtS64xWW1j9c49-H5N_FPkF-u5fuy2zSlFXT7mmcAAa8LeLgdDg
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=alWIDwF3iUSOFSXcN2CA9CCO3dMJjnNIpe6BT_XIvSdUQjlSRlo2MkRUM1MzODZKRklXR1hYMDlURS4u&fbclid=IwY2xjawM7eNhleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFraWowdDNXZ3RUajd3YUFvAR4uthPP4nVtS64xWW1j9c49-H5N_FPkF-u5fuy2zSlFXT7mmcAAa8LeLgdDg
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=alWIDwF3iUSOFSXcN2CA9CCO3dMJjnNIpe6BT_XIvSdUQjlSRlo2MkRUM1MzODZKRklXR1hYMDlURS4u&fbclid=IwY2xjawM7eNhleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFraWowdDNXZ3RUajd3YUFvAR4uthPP4nVtS64xWW1j9c49-H5N_FPkF-u5fuy2zSlFXT7mmcAAa8LeLgdDg
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=alWIDwF3iUSOFSXcN2CA9CCO3dMJjnNIpe6BT_XIvSdUQjlSRlo2MkRUM1MzODZKRklXR1hYMDlURS4u&fbclid=IwY2xjawM7eNhleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFraWowdDNXZ3RUajd3YUFvAR4uthPP4nVtS64xWW1j9c49-H5N_FPkF-u5fuy2zSlFXT7mmcAAa8LeLgdDg
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/e63f549e6de44d5fb78080bf86625a7b
https://www.scouts.org.za/2africascoutmoot
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Ian’s Bit’s & Piece’s 
Who Still Does Tracking ? 
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The Scouts 
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Around the County 

East Cleveland 8th Billingham 
Beavers making tents 
out of chocolate 
fingers!  I wonder 
how many got built 
before they ran out of 
fingers? 

1st Guisborough 

1st Saltburn  

1st Saltburn’s camp looks good!  
 

All Scouts got dropped off at the designated 
drop off point, and had to walk to the 
campsite, along the way they had to identify 
'what am i' to gain stars. 
Then after they set their beds up, they had to 
make their tea....Rice & Beans as a staple or 
upgrade for stars to Hotdogs ... weirdly they all chose to stick 
with Rice & Beans (wonder if they are expecting a gourmet 
Sunday dinner. 
Then after making a box for their stars .. we had our first bush 
tucker trial. 
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1st Loftus 

43rd Middlesbrough  

Around the County 

Around the County 

Synthonia Scout Group  

1st Skelton 

East Cleveland Explorers 
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1st Salburn  1st Norton-on-Tees 

Around the County 

Stockton, Thornaby & District 
Communications Team 

1st Loftus 
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6th Redcar 

Who's This ? 

He's a District Lead Volunteer 

Around the County 

18th Hartlepool 


