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County Commissioner's Corner 

Welcome to 2026 (Although we are now into February!) 
 
Its an action packed year with national birthday celebrations for lots of our sections and planning having already begun 
for County Fun Day on 12th September. 
 

Stockton district also have their Big Weekend weekend 26th-28th June which they have fantastically opened up to all 
groups across the county.  You should have seen details and an invite to join them.  For further information, contact 
Stockton district. 
 

Young Leaders training 
 

Ian and the district leadership teams are working closely to support close links across the county in developing Young 
Leaders.  They are creating activities and events to unite the county and foster strong training.  Hopefully these Young 
Leaders will go on to become adult members and support the county further. 
 

If you require any further information about the Young Leader training and events, contact Ian Railton. 
 

Adult Awards 
 

We are aware that when the new adult membership system was being implemented early last year, some adult 
award nominations were lost during system upgrades.  If you think your nominations haven’t been 
processed, please check with your district lead. All awards should now be up to date so if the 
nominee hasn’t received their award yet you may need to resubmit. 
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Exploring LGBTQ+ people’s experiences of masculinities in Outdoor 
Education: A case study of UK Scouts. 
 

We would like to invite you to take part in research on ‘LGBTQ+ people’s experiences of masculinities in Outdoor 
Education’ which is being undertaken as part of a BA Sociology Dissertation. 
 

A brief outline of the study is provided below, for further details please read the Participant Information Sheet before 
participating. You can find the Participant Information Sheet attached to this email. 
In recent years, there have been a number of studies exploring the experiences of LGBTQ+ participants in Outdoor 
Education, in particular exploring the barriers that prevent equal participation in the Outdoors. However, this research 
has failed to explore how LGBTQ+ people are affected by masculine identities in the Outdoors (including their own 
relationship with masculinities and their experiences of other people’s portrayals of masculinity). This research will use 
UK  
 
Scouts as a case study to explore the following questions: 
 

·      How do different portrayals of masculinity influence the experiences of LGBTQ+ participants in Outdoor 
Education? 
·      How are masculinities changing in Outdoor Education? 
·      If masculinities are changing in Outdoor Education, are these changes improving or worsening the experiences of  
 
Outdoor Education for LGBTQ+ participants and providers? 
·      How can we utilise these findings to recommend practices that will make Outdoor Education more inclusive? 
 

The research will ask you to create a scrapbook reflecting on your perceptions of masculinities and reflecting on how 
you have experienced other people’s portrayals of masculinities within UK Scouts. It will involve an initial online 
meeting to introduce the research and a gap of a week or two to complete your scrapbook independently. The 
scrapbook is designed to be flexible and creative and to include what you find most important. Sections of the 
scrapbook will be used and analysed in the final report. 
 

Once you have completed the scrapbook, you will be asked if you would like to participate in an online interview 
where you discuss your reflections in the scrapbook. This interview is different to a traditional research interview and 
places the participant in control of what topics are talked about. Your reflections in the scrapbook will set the ‘research 
agenda’ and is designed to make it easier to discuss sensitive topics. You do not need to decide whether you would 
like to participate in the second phase of the research until the scrapbook is complete. 
 

Who can participate? 
This research aims to explore the experiences of adult members of the UK Scout movement who identify as LGBTQ+. 
To participate, you must: 
 

✓ Be aged 18 years of older 
✓ Be a current leader in UK Scouts (e.g. as a Cub Leader). 
✓ Identify as LGBTQ+ (You do not need to publicly identify as LGBTQ+, i.e. you do not need to be ‘out’). 
 

Note: This study aims to go beyond the gender binary to explore how people with a variety of LGBTQ+ identities 
perceive masculinities and experience the impacts of how other people portray masculinities in Outdoor Education. 
There is no expectation that participants identify in any way as ‘male’ or ‘masculine’. 
 
If you have any questions about the research and/or would like to sign up to take part, please email Beth Clayton at 
jfdq48@durham.ac.uk. 

mailto:jfdq48@durham.ac.uk
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Ian’s Bit’s & Piece’s 
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Ian’s Bit’s & Piece’s 
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Gang Show Administrator Wanted 
After many years Jane our Gang Show Administrator is stepping down from the role of Administrator consequently 
we are looking for someone to replace her. She is still Administrator for this years show so anyone who is interested 
will be able to shadow and assist her. This would enable them to find out what the position entails. 
If you are interested or know of anyone who is please will you speak to Chris Greenwood 

It’s Gang Show Year again!  

If you’ve never been or taken your young people to a Gang Show before then here’s your chance to put that right! 
 

From Wednesday 8th April until Saturday 11th April Middlesbrough Scouts present ‘The Gang Show’ at 
Middlesbrough Theatre. 
 

Over 100 cast members from Beavers and Brownies to adult leaders from both Scouts and Guides from all over 
Cleveland are rehearsing weekly to put on a fantastic show for you all.  
 

Tickets on sale now on a Saturday Night from Middlesbrough HQ 6.30pm - 8pm. 

Infant Hercules Choir 
The Infant Hercules Choir was talented spotted recently 
and asked to take part in The National Lottery’s A Night 
at the Musicals to be shown later this year on television. If 
you look closely our County Nights Away Team Leader is 
part of the Choir! 

From 30 years ago! Do you know them?   
Spot the Beaver from 40 years ago! He’s now a Cub Leader 
in Stockton, Thornaby and District! Who is it?   
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Synthonia Scout Group 

Centenary Centre Improvements at Raven Gill 
 

Over the quiet time James and Paul have laid a new floor throughout the Centenary Centre at Raven Gill. Looks much 
better, thanks guys! 

From 30 years ago! 
Do you know them?   

43rd Middlesbrough Scout Group 
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Synthonia 
A special visitor was present at Synthonia’s Group Christmas 
Party back in December. The Mayor of Stockton can be seen 
second left in the picture. He later wrote about his visit on his 
Facebook Page.   

Ice Hockey at Billingham Forum is very popular with the Scouts. 
Here’s pictures from 2nd Billingham and Synthonia’s recent 
visits.   

1st Nunthorpe and 1st Fairfield  
(at least) are collecting sweet tubs on behalf of Greene 
King pubs for recycling. Here’s 1st Nunthorpe’s 
collection last month. 

1st Saltburn 
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Young Leaders 

Around the County 

East Cleveland 

Young Leader action around the County from being presented with awards 
to getting together for fun activities!   
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6th Redcar 

18th Hartlepool 

Scouting n Europe 

1st Fairfield 
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Explorer Belt 
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